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“Since 1945, what is the history of NGOs at the United Nations?”  

On January 28, 2021, 48 psychologist and students from Los Angeles to Geneva convened for a 

three-part global webinar to review this question. 

First, this webinar screened a “forgotten” 35-minute video on “NGOs at the United Nations” 

(ICP, 2000). Since the UN was formed in 1945, one of the first psychology NGOs to register with the 

UN in 1981 was the International Council of Psychologists (ICP).  In 2000, ICP past-President Selma 

Sapir headed a team that produced this unique 35-minute video, interviewing a dozen legendary NGO 

founders who worked with the original League of Nations, the new UN, and activist Eleanor Roosevelt 

in the 1940s. These pioneers limned the vital roles and importance of NGOs at the UN. 

Second, six diverse experts served as discussants for 5 minutes each, offering their views on the 

video, and the current status of NGOs.  (a) CUNY Professor Emeritus Walter Reichman spoke about 

the work of the International Association of Applied Psychology (IAPP), which focuses on issues like 

global mental health and “decent work.” (b) Psychotherapist Allyn Enderlyn of Webster University-

Geneva reviewed her current work with the United Nations in Geneva. (c) Ambassador Hamid Al-

Bayati frankly voiced the reservations that many diplomats share about working with NGOs, and why 

they should cooperate more with NGOs, through student internships and other collaborations. (d) Tara 

Pir is the founding Director of the Institute for Multicultural Counseling and Education Services 

(IMCES) in Los Angles, which is a leader in global collaborations and evidence-based cross-cultural 

services. (e) Ani Kalayjian is the founding President of ATOP www.MeaningfulWorld.com, and 

introduced several of her ATOP fellows and interns, who each described their own personal research 

projects with the SDG’s at the UN.  (f) Leslie Popoff, President of the Psychology Coalition at the UN 

(PCUN), described on-going PCUN projects, including the 14th annual Psychology Day at the UN this 

April 15.   

Third, vigorous conversation flowed for 30 minutes, as diverse participants from the USA and 

Europe met for the first time and exchanged experiences about their NGOs. This webinar survived an 

unexpected two-minute “zoom-bombing” with blaring music that would make even heavy-metal fans 

cringe.   

This was the first of a series of global webinars in spring 2021, cosponsored by several 

organizations: PCUN, IMCES, ATOP, Fordham Psi Chi, Manhattan Psychological Association (MPA), 

and six APA divisions (10, 34, 42, 46, 48, 56). This series was made possible by a mini-grant from the 

American Psychological Association’s CODAPAR, to increase psychologists’ involvement in the UN 

and global issues. 

 The next webinar for this February is being organized by John Fraser of APA on the 

topic of “food insecurity.” Other webinars will be on March 16, March 19, and April 6.  A link 

for a 90-minute recording of this NGOs webinar is at https://tinyurl.com/y4bm7quw For details on 

this or future webinars, or to join this free listserv, contact Professor Harold Takooshian at 
takoosh@aol.com  
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