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   Fall 2009
 
Book on Forgiveness Now Available!!
 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Psychological Pathways to Conflict Transformation and Peace Giving 
 
 Authors: Ani Kalayjian 
&
Raymond F. Paloutzian
 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation breaks new ground as a volume that will enhance the work of social and peace psychologists, students, and researchers in intergroup and international relations, and peace and conflict studies. 
 

Two Volumes to be released by Praeger Publishing in November 2009 
 
 Mass Trauma and Emotional Healing Around  the World (Two Volumes) Rituals and Practice for Resilience and Meaning-making authors: Ani Kalayjian & Dominique Eugene  
  

**Dr. Kalayjian is invited to be on this new APA Task Force for on Human Trafficking
 

**Karen Trueheart was featured on Progressive Radio with Henry Grayson talking about  our new Working Group of CSVGC-NY, Health Transformation and Spirituality:
http://media.podcastingmanager.com/4/4/0/1/4/148422-141044/Media/MindfulLiving012609.mp3
 

Upcoming Events: 
· 9-11 Sept. UN DPI/NGO Annual Conference. Mexico City, Mexico. For information contact: UN.org

· 21 Sept. UN International Peace Day and Dr. Kalayjian's Birthday!

· 24 Sept. CSVGC Membership Meeting. Andrew Harvey, Featured Speaker. Contact: nyclira@aol.com

· 26 Sept: Phase I:  Humanitarian Outreach Training- International Trauma Relief and Meaning Making contact: Curriculum Enrichment Advisor, Georgina Galanis- geocolors@gmail.com
· 26-30 Oct. UN Week of Spirituality.

· 30 Oct. UN Health Transformation and Spirituality Program on Heart + Heart = Global Peace. Contact Rev. Julie nyclira@aol.com.

· 31 Oct Phase II: Humanitarian Outreach Training- Conflict Transformation , contact Curriculum Enrichment Advisor, Georgina Galanis geocolors@gmail.com
 

PLEASE NOTE: November class will be moved to January date. Please see upcoming newsletter for further details.

· January 2010 STAGE III: CULTIVATING A MEANINGFULWORLD VIEW WITH THE SEEDS OF FORGIVENESS

· 18-27 Nov. Mission to Armenia: Post-disaster healing and Forgiveness training , and training in learning disabilities, treatment , and research. 

· 19 Nov. Third Psychology Day UN. Contact: fdenmark@pace.edu.

· 4 Dec. Interfaith Healing Circle and Annual Meaningful Fun Day, Fordham University. 

· 10-11 Dec. Transforming Humiliation Workshop. Teacher's College, Colombia University. Contact Dr. Kalayjian: drkalayjian@gmail.com.

· 19 Dec. Meaningful World Annual Board Party. 

  

 

Intern News:
· Reverend Julie Lira will be a part of ATOP and the Meaningful World Team this year as a UN intern. She has also been appointed to serve as a Dean of The New Seminary located in New York City. Her responsibility will be with the 2nd year students, preparing them and guide them into their ministries.

· Bindia Patel graduated with a Bachelor's degree in psychology and economics from Fordham University at the end of December.  Recently, she's been working in human resources at Overlook Hospital in Summit, NJ.  She plans to pursue a degree in industrial/organizational psychology in the Fall of 2010.  Bindia has also been appointed as the Membership Coordinator for Meaningfulworld/ATOP.

· Katherine Czado is currently attending M.A. graduate program at Northern Arizona University. She recently received the position as a Mental Health Tech in the Behavioral Unit at the Flagstaff Medical Center in Flagstaff, AZ. 

· Christine Diliberto is currently working full-time for Pitney Bowes International Mail Services in Clifton, NJ as the Assistant Traffic Coordinator. She is also going to Bloomfield College full time in order to pursue a Certificate in Digital Media. The program focuses on film and music production, as well as graphic arts design. In addition to working for Pitney Bowes, Christine is also working part-time for Party by Lisa as a Birthday Party Performer.

 

 

Summer Programs Participated by Meaningfulworld/ ATOP & Dr. Kalayjian:
· May   9    Pace University Psychology Conference 

· May 28    UN CSVGC - NY Membership meeting

· May 30    Humanitarian Training Phase II 

· June 5     UN Reconciliation & Healing of Nations

· June 13   Dialogue in/as an Action, Marymount College

· June 26   ASP Breaking Denial

· June 27   Humanitarian Training Phase III

· July   2    JJ College of Criminal Justice, Global Mediation

· July 26-28  WNGE Annual Meeting in Atlanta, Georgia

· July 28    WNGE panel at Diversity Summit in Atlanta, Georgia
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The challenge of fetching water in Sierra Leone could be an all day affair, where children have to miss school and perhaps be subjected to physical or sexual abuse.   

 
 
[image: image4.jpg]


 
Everyday challenges of getting around the city, Bo, SL. 
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The only toys available for children at the Rehab center.  We need your donations of small toys, crayons, coloring books, etc.  Kindly send your donations to ATOP
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Orphans of civil war are trying to make ends meet by cutting the stones by the river to make a few pennies to live on. 

 
 

	 
 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation  
Psychological Pathways to Conflict Transformation and 
Peace Building 
 
Ani Kalayjian 
Fordham University 
Email:  drkalayjian@gmail.com 
 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.meaningworld.com" WWW.meaningfulworld.com 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.meaningworld.com"   
 
Raymond F. Paloutzian  
Westmont College Email:  
paloutz@westmont.edu
 

Book overview
Forgiveness can enable people to move beyond the burden due to the deep pain, anger, hatred, grudges, and misunderstanding that are often the result of trauma, whether it is human-induced or the result of natural causes.  Although there are numerous books on the market that counsel people in the arts of forgiveness and reconciliation, most are addressed to the individual and suggest prayer, meditation, or other spiritual exercises as a way to begin to forgive and overcome anger, hatred, or alienation. Some of them are couched in terms of a specific religious tradition.  Others are more psychological in their approach. Many of the books focus on reconciliation of a specific issue such as healing a couple’s relationship after an affair or forgiving one’s parents. Several books address forgiveness at the communal or societal levels and suggest ways to overcome racial and ethnic strife.  In our examination of the available titles, we did not find texts that deal with the healing of trauma through forgiveness that were comprehensive in scope or sufficient to talk about it at the intrapersonal, interpersonal, familial, communal, and societal levels.  Only a broad examination such as this can reveal the similar patterns that occur at all levels.  We propose just such a book. The emphasis of this book is on the larger units of analysis, placing it squarely and properly within the context of a peace psychology series.  This means that special attention should be paid to the cognitions and behavior of people in their unique social, historical, and cultural contexts in a way that facilitates our understanding of the structural properties of aggregates of people that promote systemic violence and that show the possibility of changing to promote systemic peace-building.  Forgiveness and reconciliation are useful elements in this systemic peace-building effort.  One useful contribution of this book to the peace psychology literature would be to demystify the idea of forgiveness in the minds of scholars and policy makers, i.e., it would no longer be necessary for the idea of forgiveness to be seen as a head-in-the-clouds, lofty ideal that is too far removed from reality to be put into practice.  Instead, we hope to illustrate concrete examples of how people can cognitively re-frame their interpretation of reality in a way that is both realistic while at the same fosters peace-promoting values and promotes socially just outcomes.  Part of the peace building process will require a step by step enhancement of mutual trust, and the processes that nurture trust include those that nurture forgiveness, reconciliation, and occasionally their boundaries and limits.  The Journal of Social Issues issue on Peace Psychology recently edited by Christie (2006) serves as a springboard from which to draw these connections; in addition to the classic work of Viktor Frankl in Man’s Search for Meaning (1946). The multitude of conflicts currently wreaking havoc across the globe and the continuing reports of violence in communities and estrangement within families suggest that despite a saturated market, the message that forgiveness and reconciliation are a necessary foundation to communal living and thus to human survival has not yet gotten through.  We think it is time for a novel approach to learning how to move beyond trauma and to forgive.  The inclusive, multidisciplinary, multiethnic, multigenerational, and international perspectives and the pathways towards healing trauma that are suggested in the proposed volume are intended to provide such an approach.  The authors represent sufficient disciplinary and cultural diversity and the depth and breadth of experience to undertake this groundbreaking effort. Although the book is multi-authored, it is designed so that the material is synthetic and integrated.  Each chapter will have a research base and will extend that so that it can be applied in practical ways to concrete situations.  Various aspects of case studies will be included for illustrative purposes.  
 
Christie, D. (2006).  Post-Cold War Peace Psychology: More Differentiated, Contextualized, and Systemic. Journal of Social Issues. 62 (1). Frankl, V. (1946).  Man’s Search for Meaning. Kalayjian, A. (1999).  Forgiveness and Transcendence.  Clio’s Psyche.  6 (3)116-119.   
  ** This is an overview of a book that was published by Springer Publishing on Aug 4 2009 at APA.  Springer.com, $129, 318 p. Peace Psychology Book Series. Call Springer toll-free 1-800-Springer, e-mail: orders-ny@springer.com
 
For a review copy kindly contact Dr. Kalayjian at drkalayjian@gmail.com, or www.meaningfulworld.com   
 
 
Two UN Agencies Partner To Make World’s Cities Safer For Women
June 4th, 2009

Two United Nations agencies have teamed up to combat violence against women and girls in the world’s cities, including by proposing measures such as improved street lighting and female-only modes of transportation. 
UN-HABITAT, the agency charged with ensuring adequate shelter for all, and the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) have signed a memorandum of understanding that brings the shelter agency into UNIFEM’s existing Global Programme on Safe Cities Free of Violence against Women and Girls, the agencies announced today. 
The Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, Anna Tibaijuka, and the Executive Director of UNIFEM, Ines Alberdi, signed the agreement in New York on June 2nd. 
 
“Local authorities and city management have a crucial role to play in the prevention of violence against women, both in public and private spaces, whether it be harassment or attacks outside the home, or domestic abuse behind closed doors,” said Ms. Tibaijuka. 
According to the memorandum, the agencies will develop practical measures that local authorities can use to make cities safer. 
 
A UNIFEM spokeswoman said today that such measures could include improved street lighting; regular, dependable and safe transportation; the revitalization of vacant lots that some women might find threatening; and women-only cars on trains or women-only buses. 
The agencies also cited “a need for campaigns to help change attitudes or behavior that condones or perpetuates violence against women.” 
 
"The memorandum also covers broader issues of good governance, urban planning, women’s empowerment, political participation, gender equality, gender-responsive budgeting and access to basic services," the agencies said. 
Violence makes up at least 25 to 30 percent of urban crime and women, especially in developing countries, are twice as likely as men to be victims of violent aggression, including domestic violence, UN-HABITAT said. 
 
“For the last 10 years, UN-HABITAT has been supporting local authorities in developing countries in preventing crime and violence through advocacy, training and city level activities. UN-HABITAT advocates special attention to women’s safety because the disproportionate amount of violence faced by women limits their rights and freedoms to mobility, education, work, recreation and participation in public and political life,” the agency said. 
 
DPI/NGO Briefing Highlights
 
“Biodiversity – The Basis for Human Well-Being: Celebrating the International Year in 2010”
 
30 April 2009
 
  

      Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) began by stating that Biodiversity was the foundation of our global economy, values, culture and health.  In 2010, Member States will gather at the UN for the first time to assess the implementation of the Johannesburg Compromise and to set new goals to be pursued after 2010.  Multi-lateral partnerships and international cooperation between governments were essential, since all stakeholders in civil society had to be involved in the protection of biodiversity.  Mr. Djoghlaf requested the help of the NGO community on this matter. He encouraged participants to become better informed about the Green Wave Programme, the goal of which was to engage “the citizens of tomorrow” in the effort to protect life on earth.  Mr. Djoghlaf informed the Briefing that through the Green Wave Programme, each year on the International Day of Biological Diversity [22 May], children around the world at 10:00 am in the morning, wherever they lived, would plant a tree in their school yards.  This initiative was possible through partnerships between the CBD and schools around the world.  
 
      David Ainsworth, Focal point for the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) at the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity based in Montreal, Canada presented the three main messages of the IYB namely that biodiversity is important for human well-being; that the current rate of biodiversity loss is severe and that cooperation is needed to halt this loss.  He shared with the audience that the strategy for the International Year of Biodiversity consisted of 3 major elements: first, to provide a global message and to work with partners to multiply and transmit this message reaching out to hard to reach communities like youth and the business community as well as those who work in key development sectors such as water.  The message would also be targeted to marginalized communities like the indigenous, and would take account of gender.  Secondly, the Strategy aimed to create information products, which would highlight success stories and promote the importance of the CBD, in order to demonstrate why governments should integrate the principles of the CBD into their national policies.  The third major element of the IYB was to create partnerships through taking advantage of existing alliances to highlight the importance of the IYB. 
 
      Mr. Ainsworth said the Secretariat of the Convention wanted to work with a wide range of partners including national governments, indigenous and local communities, UN Agencies, NGOs at both the global and national level, representatives of key economic sectors, and educators – particularly through the Green Wave Programme, which allowed children and educators to raise awareness of biodiversity through the simple act of planting a tree each year.  Other partners included the media and film producers.  The Secretariat on the Convention also reached out to the UN Environment Programme, the UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization [UNESCO] and the UN Development Programme (UNDP).  Some of the issues being explored were biodiversity in relation to culture biodiversity and agricultural biodiversity.  Additionally, Mr. Ainsworth noted NGOs could help to publicize the work being carried out by the Secretariat “to achieve, by 2010, a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level, as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all life on Earth.”  
 
     Delfin Ganapin, Global Manager of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme – implemented by UNDP – explained that the Global Biodiversity Programme (GBP), was a partnership between the Secretariat of the CBD and UNDP, which assists developing and transitioning countries develop their own capacity to manage biodiversity so as to sustain the delivery of eco-system goods and services on which human development depends.  The GBP’s strategic focuses were first, mainstreaming biodiversity management into governance systems and supply chains in major economic sectors of all developing countries and emphasizing the importance of strengthening governance systems to biodiversity conservation.  Another focus was to unleash the economic potential of Protected Areas, by developing ecologically representative and financially sustainable projects within national development frameworks.  The GEF Small Grants Programme provided direct access for communities, local NGOs and community-based organizations to GEF funding. He also talked of an initiative known as the Equator Initiative where the GEF honors outstanding community initiatives and projects which demonstrate sustainable use of biodiversity and effectively reduced poverty through the conservation.  He informed the Briefing that over $1,280,000 dollars had been awarded directly to community-level practitioners.
 
    Dork Sahagian, Director, Environmental Initiative and Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences, at Lehigh University.  Professor Sahagian suggested that biodiversity and human population were diametrically opposed.  He went on to note that in the past few hundred years, the Earth has been facing another mass extinction caused by unsustainable exploitation of natural resources and economic decisions with negative costs to the environment; all leading to ecosystem disruption, extinction, and a loss of biodiversity.”  "Nature Deficit Disorder,” or the lack of children’s interaction with the natural world, was a special challenge to those aiming to protect biodiversity. Professor Sahagian posed the question that if children did not gain an innate appreciation for the natural environment, they could not be expected to make the serious investments and sacrifices necessary to restore and preserve biodiversity on which we all depend.  To combat this problem, he pointed out, the academic community needed to respond through academic programmes, outreach, research, and student activities.  He gave the example of Lehigh’s Environmental Initiative which was reaching out to children through community outreach to broaden their environmental science education 
NYC-DR August Roundtable Recap
  Sunday, August 16, 2009, 6:09 PM

The August 6, 2009 NYC-DR Roundtable sponsored by ACR GNY and John Jay College continued the trend of "BIG". Just like the previous month, this meeting had to be switched to a larger room (which is a good thing). Over 60 people attended to hear Gerald P. Lepp, ADR Administrator of the Eastern District New York Courts.

Mr. Lepp spoke about how he started the program 17 years ago. He credited Maria Volpe with playing a significant role in assisting him with developing the program.

He believes mediators are entitled to be paid for their service and the Local Rule 83.11 recently amended by the Board of Judges (on July 7th, 2009) agreed with him. In passing the Rule, the judges also realized there were two key issues:
1. Mediators should be paid.
2. If parties were unable or unwilling to pay the fee, they could apply to the referring judge for a waiver of the fee, with a right of appeal to the district judge.
Mr. Lepp stated by having the application go directly to the district judge, the number of false applications being filed would be reduced.

* The fee will be paid by both parties. The mediators will be paid $600 for the first 4 hours; $250 for each additional hour. The mediators are not paid for any preparation work.

* The mediators are chosen by both parties. When they are not able to agree, Mr. Lepp sends out a notice to the roster of mediators and then forwards the names of those mediators who are interested to the parties. If a mediator is still not agreed on, then the board of Judges chooses one.

* The mediators also perform Pro Bono work which is decided by the discretion of the judge.

* The Eastern District is not currently accepting new applications for mediators. They have a roster of about 200 people and Mr. Lepp feels they deserve an opportunity to participate first. He believes they may be accepting new applications beginning 1/1/10.

* Most cases go for one day and two-thirds are settled.

* Requirements for the mediators:
1) Must be a lawyer.
2) Must have 5 years of practice.
3) Must be a member of a State or the D.C. Bar.
4) Must have at least 16 hours of mediation training.
5) Must be interviewed by Mr. Lepp.
6) Must be approved by the Board of Judges. 
  
UN News: International Day Of Peace,
September 21
  
     The Day was established by the General Assembly as a “day of global ceasefire and non-violence" for "commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace within and among all nations and people”.

     Under the slogan "WMD - We Must Disarm" this year's campaign is focusing on Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon's drive to persuade world leaders to work harder for a world free of nuclear weapons, making it safer for you, your children and grandchildren.

     Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has just released his 100-day countdown
message asking for everybody to participate. In partnership with UN Messenger of Peace Michael Douglas and American actor Rainn Wilson (The Office), the UN will issue one reason to disarm on Twitter (www.twitter.com/wemustdisarm), Facebook (http://apps.facebook.com/causes/298538/61588950?m=6949f328), MySpace
(www.myspace.com/wemustdisarm), and via email and radio every day. Some
more prominent people might join us later.

     Please join the sites, invite others to do so, re-tweet or forward the messages to friends, or write your own reasons to disarm.
  
Update from The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies
 

 

1.  Prof. Terry Shoptaugh will tell the story of Herman Stern, a North Dakota clothier who rescued more than 100 German Jews from the impending Holocaust in Europe, on Sunday, September 13th at 10:30 am Shirley Chapman Sholom East,  740 Kay Avenue St. Paul, MN 55102.  The event is free and open to all.  Refreshments will be served.   

 

2.  Turkey and Armenia agreed to establish diplomatic relations, it was announced on Monday.  The two countries have never had diplomatic relations and their border has been closed since 1993. One of the key issues of contention is the killing of more than a million Armenians by the Ottoman Turk government from 1915-1918, which the Turkish government has denied was genocide.

3.  A former Rwandan Baptist pastor went on trial in Finland on Tuesday, accused of participating in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.  The pastor, François Bazaramba, 58, who sought asylum in Finland in 2003 and has been in detention since 2007, is accused of orchestrating the slaughter of 5,000 people. Mr. Bazaramba, who denies the charges, faces a life sentence for his role in the killings, which in Finland means a minimum of 12 years in jail.

4.  September 1, 1939 is the anniversary of the beginning of World War II, with Germany's invasion of Poland. From the San Francisco Sentinel:
Two days later, the German invasion had turned into a world war. The war was to rage for another 2,194 days. By the end, Germany was at war with 54 nations. A total of 110 million soldiers fought between Murmansk and Marseille, Tokyo and Tobruk, using weapons that ranged from flamethrowers to folding shovels, hand grenades to machine guns.

The inferno Hitler had unleashed led to an escalation of violence unprecedented in the history of mankind. About 60 million people were killed, more than half of them women, children and the elderly; 6 million were Jews.

5.  The Winton Train, a historical train dispatched in honor of Sir Nicolas Winton, who rescued more than 600 Czechoslovak Jewish children, mostly Jewish, shortly before World War Two, left Prague for London yesterday to cover the route traveled 70 years ago.  The children's descendants today number over 5,000.  The story of Winton's heroic efforts was largely untold until about 20 years ago; when it came to light, he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. Sir Winton, now 100 years old, will meet the train in London when it arrives on September 4.
 
DARFUR UPDATE: 
 
The U. S. Holocaust Memorial Museum recently updated its Google Earth initiative Crisis in Darfur with the latest U.S. Department of State data that sheds new light on the extent of the genocide in Darfur. The new data show that more than 3,300 villages have been damaged or destroyed, more than twice the number that was identified in previous U.S. government assessments and strengthens the evidence of a vast, targeted campaign of destruction against civilians.  In July 2004, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum declared a "genocide emergency" in Darfur.  The Museum has changed its categorization of conditions in Sudan to a "genocide warning" for the entire country.
  

APA Convention Highlights, Toronto
August 2009
 

     Dr. Kalayjian is excited to announce that her edited book on forgiveness has been released by Springer Publishing and the presentation in Toronto at the APA Convention was standing room only, comprised of over 150 people.  The panel was entitled just as the book Forgiveness & Reconciliation: Psychological Pathways for Conflict Transformation and Peace Building. A very lively and passionate Q&A followed, where the authors had to continue in the hallway, and the audience followed the authors both Drs. Kalayjian and Paloutzian to continue the discourse outside of the Convention Center.  

 

     Dr. Kalayjian also chaired 2 other panels one entitled Women’s Rights ARE Human Rights and the other on lessons learned through International Disaster Outreach. Just as the first panel, these two panels were also well attended, and there were many seeds placed for future collaborations.  

 

     Dr. Kalayjian Chaired two committees, one on Mentoring and the other on Disaster Prevention, which are standing committees of the APA International Division. For more information kindly do not hesitate to contact Dr. Kalayjian at drkalayjian@gmail.com, or visit the apa.org.  
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Dr. Kalayjian (l.), Dr. Meyer (c.) Dr. Ivana Petrovi from Serbia (r.)
 
Prisoner's Testament Peace Award
 
 
    The "Prisoner’s Testament" Peace Award, a very prestigious peace prize in Norway, is awarded to the HumanDHS network! Please feel honored! Your support is invaluable! Please have a look at http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin141.php for the details and come to Risør next week. 


    Here is a brief description of this special honor to us: 

    The "Fangenes Testament" peace award is given to individuals or groups who have shown exceptional efforts to convey knowledge of conflict or peace-building processes in a way that is understandable to most people. Or, as it is written in the bylaws: "to the person or persons, who, in writing, speech or action, contribute to promoting better understanding of evil so that we will be enabled to build barriers against it in our own minds." Our desire and hope is that the award will inspire and encourage more people to engage in conveying how conflicts arise and can be solved.


    The prize consists of a hand-painted certificate and NOK 50,000, and is handed out in cooperation with the Norwegian Peace Research Institute (PRIO). The name "Fangenes Testament" has been created by Tollef Larsson. Ever since he languished in a concentration camp during the Second World War, he had the desire that we as a society should place greater focus on what we have learned about the problem of evil. The legacy he and Active Peace Travel wants to give generations to come, is knowledge.

 
   Let us extend our particular gratitude to the organizers and partners of this important peace prize, particularly to Helga Arntzen, Henrik Syse, and Kamilla Solheim!
 

Krieger Essay Contest winners announced
AASSSG honors four high-school students for essays on genocide
 
by Miryam Nadkarni
 
    "What does the legacy of genocide mean to me?" is the topic of the Krieger Essay Contest, which drew hundreds of essays on genocide from high-school students aged 14 to 16 throughout the New York tri-state area.

 

    In 1995, 80 years after the Armenian Genocide (1915–17), the Armenian American Society for Studies on Stress & Genocide (AASSSG) established an annual essay contest as part of its commemorative activities. The organization was founded in 1988 by Dr. Ani Kalayjian to advance national and international understanding of the generational and intergenerational effects of traumatic experiences, such as genocide, earthquake, and war

 

   The winners for this year were announced and received their awards at the symposium "Preventing Genocide through Dialogue," held on April 16 at the Fordham University Law School in New York City. Symposium chair Dr. Ani Kalayjian presented the first-place awards of $100 to Vivian Chen and Anthony Stephens. Honorable mention went to Amenda Rodriguez and Fabien Smallwood, who received $50.

 

    All winners were from Midwood High School, in Brooklyn.  AASSSG Board members expressed special gratitude to their professor, Dr. George Hero, who has been a central figure in raising awareness in these youth. 

"Just as others do, I feel as if genocide is pretty much the worst thing that can happen to a certain nation, racial, political, or ethnic group, right alongside with slavery," wrote Mr. Smallwood, 15, in his essay. 

 

    "In order for a person or people to want to totally annihilate a whole group of persons they have dehumanize them, the victim must be seen as less than a human in order for something of this nature to occur," he added. "It affects me as a child even though I am not Armenian; it has impacted me in a way that I am righteously angered by such wrongdoings. To me the legacy should live on to allow others to be as righteously angered as I am in order to make more humanitarian corporations to eradicate genocide all together."

 

   Ms. Chen shared her own experiences of the effects of genocide. "The legacy of genocide also affects my family, and brings back harsh memories of China under Mao Zedong when "genocide" is mentioned," she wrote. "During the Cultural Revolution, an entire generation had lost the chance for a good and meaningful education. Schools and universities closed for months and years at a time, while students were sent to the countryside to 'learn from the peasants,'" she added. "My grandparents, who were all part of that generation and were raised in the countryside, had an average of four to five years of schooling."

 

    "During this period," wrote Ms. Chen, "my aunt told me that she would wake up every morning longing for a good and healthy meal to fill her 12-year-old self. Most of the crops harvested from my grandfather's farm had to be given to the army representative, and they were forbidden to sell the remaining crop to anyone else. Mao's negligence of the people led to the starvation of many, resulting in thousands of deaths." 

 

   Ms. Rodriguez focused on a role in genocide which is often overlooked: the role of the bystander. She concluded: "The fact that genocide has a legacy should be disturbing; the fact that the world has continued to allow such behavior to occur in foreign countries for the fact that it does not want to interfere is appalling. We sit and debate whether or not a situation is genocide, what more information do we really need? How many children, mothers, fathers, grandparents have to die for us as free people to recognize that there should be no deliberation, no confusion, because when a group of people are being killed without cause, we must act."

 

    Mr. Stephens managed to take a step further from describing and analyzing his and other peoples' feelings concerning genocide. He took the position advocated by Dr. Kalayjian, that it is necessary to find "a positive meaning" in the atrocities and that survivors have "forgive and thus learn to live in peace again."

 

   "Many hope that the world will not have to witness yet another genocide. The past genocides have not been fully forgotten; therefore another will renew the painful feelings and memories from past decades. Also, these genocides have sparked an epiphany and now, as a result, people have more appreciation for their life and have devoted their lives to making others more aware of the value of life, and how easily one can be robbed of it," he wrote.

 

    "It is very essential to some to share their knowledge," Mr. Stephens continued. "People traveled all over the world, giving speeches and writing novels of their past experience and how they've grasped enough knowledge to reconstruct their lives. These people were greatly appreciated for their work and discoveries made about other genocides." He added, "Genocides have had a legacy of destroying nations in many areas, and also create inspired individuals who are willing to educate others about their encounter, and possibly change another person's life.

 

    The benefactor of this Krieger Essay Contest is Edmund L. Gergerian, who resolved to establish this award in memory of his late uncle, Father Krikor Guerguerian, also known as "Krieger."

 

    Born in 1911 in Gurin, Sebastia, Turkey, Father Guerguerian was the tenth child of a prosperous Armenian Catholic family, whose ancestors originated from Gargar, a fortress-city dating from the time of the Crusaders. He survived one of the forced death marches, which ended in Syria. He witnessed the murder of his parents as a child, was taken as an orphan to Damascus, Syria, and then moved to Lebanon in 1916.

Krieger's own near-death experiences compelled him to devote his life to gathering documentary evidence on Armenian Genocide. In the early 1940s, Father Guerguerian met with the Kurd Mustafa Kemal in Cairo, Egypt. Kemal was one of the judges on the war crime tribunals convened in Istanbul in 1918 and 1919. 

 

    Since the documents were written in Ottoman Turkish, he spent months painstakingly teaching himself the language. He then traveled around the world combing through archives and collections in the United States, Great Britain, France, Italy, Egypt, Israel, and Lebanon. He collected hundreds of documents in Ottoman Turkish. He had completed about 80 percent of his work when he died in 1988. Today, his nephew continues the work. 

 

 The next Krieger Essay Contest will take place next year and all entries must be postmarked by February 26, 2010. The winners will receive personal notifications by April 24, 2010. Contact: DrKalayjian@gmail.com 

 
 
Compassion in Action...Sharing A Profound Poem About Forgiveness: For your heart expansion and meditation altar
 
Submitted by Georgina Galanis
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"Go Not to The Temple" by Tagore
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Go not to the temple to put flowers upon the feet of God,
First fill your own house with the Fragrance of love... 
Go not to the temple to light candles before the altar of God,
First remove the darkness of sin from [image: image1.jpg]


your heart... 
Go not to the temple to bow down your head in prayer,
First learn to bow in humility before your fellowmen...
Go not to the temple to pray on bended knees,
First bend down to lift someone who is down-trodden... 
Go not to the temple to ask for forgiveness for your sins,
First forgive from your heart those who have sinned against you.
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~ Rabindranath Tagore 

 

 
 
Roadmap to Where? Armeno-Turkish Relation: 
Pitfalls & Possibilities
 
Press Release July 2009
 
By Miryam Nadkarni, International Intern of Meaningfulworld.com  
  
    “We the victims have agreed to live with open borders with our neighbors, although the perpetrator has not admitted and even continues to deny the genocide”, said Vartan Oskanian, President of Civilitas Foundation and Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia introducing the topic of his discussion, namely the opening of the border between Armenia and Turkey, at Fordham Law School on Thursday, June 18th, 2009. Around 200 people attended this informative event titled “Roadmap to Where? Armeno-Turkish Relation: Pitfalls & Possibilities”, organized by The Armenian Revolutionary Federation Easter Region Central Committee, and cosponsored by ATOP, AASSSG, Meaningfulworld and a list of other Armenian organizations.  Mr. Oskanian also presented his newly published book “Speaking to be heard” which contains his speeches which he held at the UN concerning the Armenian Genocide but also other nation’s difficulties, and other lectures. “In order to be heard, one has to address other people’s issues too,” explained the former minister the title and content of his book. 
 
    The event began with a short introduction by Dr. Kalayjian, who thanked all the cosponsors and shared how that was an especial event for her as Mrs. Nanor Oskanian (Vartan’s wife) was her classmate, and Vartan was her brother’s classmate at AGBU Lazar Najarian High School, in Aleppo, Syria.
 
    Mr. Oskanian described the past and current foreign policy situation of Armenia concerning Turkey by explaining that the former is trying to establish a normal relationship with its neighbor. According to Mr. Oskanian there are four segments/ layers of Turkish thinking when it comes to this issue: 
 
    The first is what he called “Turkey’s ignorance”; the second one is “Turkey’s denial and pride”, both of which are preventing Turkey from establishing a normal neighboring relationship with Armenia, as they do not want to share a past and acknowledge the Ottoman Turkish Genocide. 
 
    The third segment of Turkish thinking consists of the media representatives who Mr. Oskanian considered to be Armenia’s personal and ideological friends as they seek to tell the truth and in Mr. Oskanian’s opinion are going to be the ones achieving the desperately needed admittance. The fourth segment is the Turkish government, which is getting more western and democratic and wanted to establish normal relationships with all its neighbors. However, because of the tensions concerning occupied territories between Armenia and Azerbaijan, one of Turkey’s most important allies, Turkey feels that they cannot open the borders as their alley Azerbaijan is against this. Negotiations were nevertheless held and Mr. Oskanian remarked the following: “Turkey was more interested in the process, not the outcome to show the world that they were talking to Armenians.” This is why conferences used to be held secretly, until President Ghul was formally invited to Armenia in 2008. Turkey abused the loss of confidentiality and let the world think that all problems between Armenia and Turkey were solved. Armenia thus lost its power although the borders remain closed to this day. “We shouldn’t let Turkey engage with Armenia and the international community but not deliver on the bordering issue,” emphasized the former minister sternly.  
 
    The audience was then given the opportunity to ask questions, a lively discussion ensued.  A participant expressed his concern re border opening that Turkey would abuse the situation and e.g. buy a huge amount of the Armenian land if the borders were to be opened, and slowly take over. Mr. Oskanian comforted him by assuring that there would be laws enacted to prevent this form of abuse. Another listener wanted to know whether there was any hope of Armenians receiving reparations from the Turkish government. Mr. Oskanian explained that maybe someday this would come to pass and that this issue would be kept alive as the Armenians are entitled to their land and country. However, it is not an immediate goal and Armenia cannot address this on an official level if they want the borders to be opened and receive acknowledgment of the Genocide.
 
    Mr. Oskanian’s final message for the audience was the following: “I see a lot a frustration and disappointment. Don’t take for granted what you see today in Armenia as compared to ten years ago Armenia is much better today, it is like day and light. Don’t take this growth for granted but we shouldn’t be complacent at the same time.” 
 
    Hereafter, refreshments were offered to the audience who were also given the opportunity to have their books autographed by the author, and to talk with the former Foreign Minister in person. 
  
 
2009 MISSION TO THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
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The Association for Trauma Outreach and Prevention (ATOP) has organized the third team of the Mental Health Outreach Project (MHOP) in Armenia from 18-27 Nov. Dr. Ani Kalayjian and Jennifer De Mucci, President and Research  Coordinator for ATOP, respectively, will be delivering the Empowerment portion of the mission to Armenia.  While Dr Kathy Tiner and Kathryn Mendoza will be conducting the Learning disability training program.  On the first day they will be conducting the empowerment training project, and the second day the Special Education Workshop. They will also deliver lectures; work with refugees from Iraq, visit orphanages, and set agendas for collaborative research and future trainings. This MHOP team will be conducting training at the Stress Center, the Mental Health Foundation Center, and the FAR Children’s Center.  They will train the personnel, social workers, and psychologists in preventative and restoration methods for treating children with trauma. They will utilize Dr. Kalayjian’s Biopsychosocial & Eco Spiritual Model to administer the program.  The team will present their work to the Office of UN High Commissioner for Refugees in Yerevan who are working with the Iraqi refugees migrated to Armenia. The team will visit various children's centers (previously called orphanages) as part of second phase of a 10-year follow-up mission to observe progress and development. Donations of clothing and supplies from several generous individuals will be given out at these centers. Currently ATOP has undertaken the Sponsor an Armenian Child Project: By donating $250, you can help support a child for one year, including food, clothing, and education. Please send your tax-deductible donations to ATOP and make a difference in a child’s life, or support this outreach project. Mail your checks to ATOP, subject: Sponsor Armenian Child, 139 Cedar Street, Cliffside Park, NJ 07010-1003, or visit our website at http://meaningfulworld.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=15&Itemid=23. 
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Greenraising.com 
http://www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFID=1217          
  

Please visit Greenraising and click Meaningfulworld on top right corner.   
They will generously donate a percentage of your online purchase to our cause when you order  --> see their Eco Friendly Catalogue. Do your holiday shopping early this year and purchase these green products for your friends and family.    
The items sold on this website not only help the environment, they also help people in need. Fundraising is a large part of gathering funds for worthy causes. Whether it's improving education or saving lives, our world needs our attention. You will be making a lasting contribution towards the future of our planet and our cause.      
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Tree Greetings!  To you and yours! 
www.yourtruenature.com   

Send a beautiful Animated Greeting Card via email and have your own tree planted!  

This project offers the best combination of ideal growing conditions, creation of jobs for local communities, capability of planting large numbers of trees, price, aftercare and protection of the trees from future harvesting. Offering all kinds of tree groups, such as Flowering, Shade, Fruit and Evergreen trees, Your True Nature has planted 1.2 million trees in Central America in the last 25 years!

Visit this site to have your tree planted and take a look at the over 50 environmentally sustainable products offered.  

Thank you for your support!   
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IDEALIST.ORG
Meaningfulworld is now registered with "Idealist"   It is a project of Action Without Borders, a nonprofit organization founded in 1995 with offices in the United States and Argentina. Idealist is an interactive site where people and organizations can exchange resources and ideas, locate opportunities and supporters, and take steps toward building a world where all people can lead free and dignified lives.
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www.brokersforcharity.com 
 
Thank you to Janae Jaynes-Learned & Brokers for Charity®   www.brokersforcharity.com   which has added our very own Meaningfulworld -ATOP to their preferred Non Profit Links. This innovative cause was inspired by the idea that a consumer's everyday purchases could contribute to a larger cause, and make an impact on our world. It is the concept behind the "Newman's Own®" brand of products that the late actor Paul Newman launched years ago. The humanitarian and singer Bono's "Red™ Brand" of products are a more recent example, benefitting programs in Africa targeted at eliminating AIDS. There are many more out there, but there can never be enough. 

At Brokers for Charity®, we are extending this concept to the real estate market, but with one notable difference. Our "consumers," who are our real estate customers, choose the 501(c)(3) charitable organizations to which we Brokers for Charity® will donate when the transaction closes. Whether national or international, residential or commercial, your real estate transactions can make a difference, one property at a time. There is no additional cost associated with the transaction, so it's an easy choice. You can choose to make a difference, and you get to choose what that difference will be.  Let your friends and colleagues know about this great concept 
 
   www.isearch.igive.com
 

[image: image19.png]iSearch

Our causa eams mor
ney
very ime you seatch.




 

Please download this iSEARCH toolbar to support our cause with your purchases and clicks:
http://isearch.igive.com/faq.cfm#toolbar7  http://isearch.igive.com/index.cfm 
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www.goodsearch.com
 Give to Meaningfulworld  by searching on the internet and adding Meaningfulworld as the recipient.  Introduce this idea to your corporation, business or bank--each click gives our cause residual funds.   Each penny counts..but we need your help today. 


	


  
            
