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"The fact that slavery - in the form of human trafficking - still exists in the 21st century shames us all. Governments, international organizations and civil society are devoting considerable efforts to counter it, but there is still an information deficit about the extent of this tragedy. Only by understanding its depth, breadth and scope can we design policies to fight it. This understanding still eludes us: efforts to counter trafficking have so far been uncoordinated and inefficient. This Report by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is our first attempt to close the knowledge gap.”



-Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa

From the Foreword of the United Nations Report on Human Trafficking, April 2006

From Himalayan villages to Eastern European cities, people - especially women and girls - are attracted by the prospect of a well-paid job as a domestic servant, waitress or factory worker. Traffickers recruit victims through fake advertisements, mail-order bride catalogues and casual acquaintances.  Upon arrival at their destination, victims are placed in conditions controlled by traffickers while they are exploited to earn illicit revenues. Many are physically confined, their travel or identity documents are taken away and they or their families are threatened if they do not cooperate. Women and girls forced to work as prostitutes are blackmailed by the threat that traffickers will tell their families. Trafficked children are dependent on their traffickers for food, shelter and other basic necessities. Traffickers also play on victims' fears that authorities in a strange country will prosecute or deport them if they ask for help.


Trafficking in human beings is a global issue and needs a global response. There is a need to strengthen the criminal justice response to trafficking through legislative reform, awareness-raising and training, as well as through national and international cooperation.  A recent CIA report estimated that between 45,000 to 50,000 women and children are brought to the United States every year under false pretenses and are forced to work as prostitutes, abused laborers or servants. 

The UN has strict legal guidelines for dealing with traffickers, the protocol also address the need to protect victims of trafficking in their home countries and abroad.  Law enforcement agencies of countries that ratify the Protocol are required to cooperate in such things as the identification of offenders and trafficked persons, sharing information about the methods of offenders, and the training of investigators, law enforcement and victim support personnel.  UN is also conducting assessment.  The assessment component of the Programme, performed in cooperation with UNICRI, includes data collection on various smuggling routes and the methods used by organized criminal groups in trafficking. 


The UN is also collecting "best practices" used in combating trafficking and the involvement of organized crime. A database containing trafficking trends and routes, as well as information about victims and traffickers has been established so that policy- makers, practitioners, researchers and the NGO community can use the collected data.

At the national level the Programme aims to:

· promote awareness-raising (such as public awareness campaigns) of trafficking in human beings and especially strengthen institutional capacity; 

· train law enforcement officers, prosecutors and judges; 

· advise on drafting and revising relevant legislation; 

· provide advice and assistance on establishing and strengthening anti-trafficking elements; and 

· strengthen victim and witness support. 

At the international level the Programme aims to:

· provide assistance to agencies, institutions and governments as part of an interdisciplinary effort to design effective measures against trafficking in human beings. 

· GPAT cooperates closely with other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in the implementation of its activities, including on awareness-raising.
